
MEETING AGENDA 
TRANSACTIONS AND USE TAX OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

COLEMAN CONFERENCE ROOM, CITY HALL 
291 N. MAIN STREET 

PORTERVILLE CALIFORNIA 
 WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2015, 6:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
Roll Call: Committee Members 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

This is the opportunity for any member of the public to address the Committee.  
 
SCHEDULED MATTERS 
1. Minutes of February 11, 2015 
2. Review of Preliminary FY 2015/2016 Measure H Budget 
 Re:  Review of the draft budget for the Public Safety Sales Tax (Measure H) Fund for 

FY 2015/2016. 
  
OTHER MATTERS 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. Brown Act, 
if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, or to be able to access this agenda 
and documents in the agenda packet, please contact the Deputy City Clerk at (559) 782-7464.  
Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements 
to ensure accessibility to this meeting and/or provision of an appropriate alternative format of the 
agenda and documents in the agenda packet. 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Committee after distribution of the 
Agenda packet are available for public inspection at the Office of City Clerk, 291 North Main 
Street, Porterville, CA  93257, during normal business hours. 



TUTOC Committee Meeting 
Wednesday February 11, 2015 

Coleman Conference Room 
City Hall 

 
Roll Call: Russell Buck Fletcher, Gail Lemmen, Margaret Stinson, Khris Saleh, Janet Meister, 
Salvador Estrada, John Simonich, Dr. Raheel Mann 
 
1. Call to order by Buck 
2. Oral Communications: No one is here from the community 
3. Minutes of January 14, 2015- Margaret moves to accept the minutes, John seconds passes 

8-0 
4. Review of 2nd quarter Measure H expenditures for FY 2014/2015 (as of December 31, 

2014) Re: review of Measure H revenue and expenditures report for the period of October 1, 
2014 -December 31, 2014- Margaret moves to review the budget, Khris seconds the motion. 
Discussion: Margaret asked what is the Porterville Hotel Project under the police department 
on page 2?  It is not part of our budget. Raheel found no discrepancies. Khris- Under 
revenue for the police has an item for $117.  Marie Beamis- This is reimbursement of 
officers who worked on a school event. Under maintenence in October shop bill- In October 
we sold 4 measure H cars to another city.  Cars were doubled up under multiple officers, 
increasing the gas costs. Fire- camera replaced the flash for a camera and evidence 
container needed and used by fire department.  One-year policy manual- prorated for the 24 
employees. Library- what portion of expenditures are for measure H and what portion is 
general fund for various items such as floor cleaning? Advertising - What was the total for 

advertising from Oct - Dec. and how was Measure H’s portion calculated? Clown bouncer 

was for a literacy event at Centennial Park.  Annual fund fee- retirement for part time 
employees, they pay to ICMA for their retirement funds. These funds are allocated for the 
part-time employees who are Measure H employees.  It is pro rated. Office supplies- is this 
amount the portion for Measure H. Weekly black liners are for literacy events. Library books 
account total $6,000. How much did the General Fund spend? It is budgeted that Measure 
H does not exceed half. Media Expense- for supervisor training- some training by measure 
H and some by general fund.  Utilities- there is a break down, the formula come from the 
extended hours.  So if the extended hours are 25% more than before measure H then 
Measure H pays for 25% of the utilities. Anna Marie Olson is a measure H employee so 
Measure H paid for her training.  Petty Cash item is for small items for literacy items and 
then reimbursed from Petty Cash. Publication- is for the Fresno Bee is it for the entire year? 
A company called Epsco manages their subscriptions.  Prior to Measure H did the city pay 
for Fresno Bee and LA times? A portion of the subscriptions is paid for measure H. Khris 
asked for the percentages. Consumables are for Literacy Events. The library cards- are they 
100% measure H or a portion. It is a portion of the total purchase.  Library cards are 
purchased annually.  Insurance and Liability- the percentage is similar to utilities. 20lb bag of 
ice was used for a literacy event.  Capital expenditures on page 2- Plano Bridge is an input 
error, every time we make a purchase it comes up as Plano Bridge. The line is for Creeks 
engineering who does a weekly site inspection of the new public safety building. John 
moves to call the budget, second from Margaret. Khris has a concern- Police and Fire is 
clear, which is Measure H and which is general fund. But the Library is not as clear what is 
Measure H and what will be General Fund. Khris would like to see a formula that is 
consistent throughout the budget items.  Margaret said the Library expenditures are different 
from Police and Fire. Miss Beamis said she could get the library general fund expenditure 
and then compare.  Most of the library expenditures are for literacy, but the utilities are a 



percentage of the total are charged for Measure H. Measure H committee charged the 
council who charge the Library and Literacy Committee to define what is literacy. Mr. 
Lawless said that no more than 15% of the total could be spent on literacy events. Khris 
question is- Measure H funds are to supplement general funds not to replace general fund 
monies. For example Measure H monies for library books cannot exceed monies spent from 
the general fund.  Khris cannot accept this budget until the city makes adjustments. Buck 
also would to have clear percentages of Library funding that is Measure H.  But Library is 
different from the Police and Fire. We need to look into a more clear way of looking at library 
expenditures. We have inherited problems from previous committees. We can address this 
at the next meeting to come up with a formula. Raheel commented that the fire and police 
are more constant in their use of the Measure H while the library has different events that 
have a variety of expenses. Raheel feels that the library is under good management. Miss 
Cervantes has said in the past that this is how it is done. Khris feels that his questions have 
not been answered.  Library needs to state more clearly what is charged to Measure H. The 
charges need to be objective and explained in full. Raheel asked how Khris' questions could 
be answered.  Khris wants to make sure Measure H is supplementing funding rather than 
supplanting. Buck says we will take a vote. 4 yeas (Buck, Margaret, John and Raheel) and 4 
nays (Gail, Sal, Khris and Janet). Mr. Lawless says a no vote triggers a public hearing where 
Measure H members have to say why we think the expenditures are not consistent with a 
previously approved budget. Sal said the broad definition of literacy makes it difficult to say 
which expenditures is Measure H and which are not. He would like to see a more narrow 
definition. The definition of literacy was made broad to allow for a variety of activities.  Mr. 
Lawless said the next meeting in May we will look at the next budget where we can make 
recommendations. Now we are voting on if the current expenditure matches the current 
budget. We can look at the next budget for a tighter definition of their expenditures. In July 
we can look at the final budget and approve or disapprove. Khris said we do not have the 
opportunity in the summer to know what the expenditures will be. Khris does not want the 
public hearing to change no votes to yes votes. Buck asks whether we should address this 
issue now or wait until the next meeting. Gail feels the library expenditures have not been 
clear and transparent. Janet agrees with Khris. Revote- 4 yeas and 4 nays. Mr. Lawless 
asked who voted Yes- Russell yes, Margaret yes, Janet nay, Khris nay, Sal nay, John yes, 
Raheel yes, and Gail nay. Gail will write up a proposal to submit a Notice of a No Vote so a 
public hearing will be scheduled. 

5. Other Matters- any other issues? Khris read from the Measure H papers. In the past they 
have taken some of our suggestions and have disregarded others. Khris hopes we will have 
more transparent answers for the next budget. We need a public notice of the hearing and it 
will be put on the agenda.  Both sides of the committee will have their say and the city 

council will make a ruling. Again Khris is looking at a subjective rule for Library’s 

expenditures and feels that having a public hearing is a more direct way to get the changes. 
Next meeting will be May 6 at 6pm 

6. Adjournment at 7:15 
















